[Experience with kidney transplantation with children as donors].
To analyze the results achieved with transplantation of children kidneys to adult recipients. The results achieved with transplantation of children cadaver kidneys (< 15 years) from 1989 to 1994 over a follow-up period of at least 36 months were reviewed. Patients (n = 43) were stratified into group A (13 grafts from donors < or = 6 years), group B (30 grafts from donors > 6 years) and group C (control group), which comprised 73 patients who received grafts from donors of an ideal age during the same time period. All three groups were similar for variables considered to influence the results of transplantation, except for the higher incidence of hypotension in group B. The number of episodes of rejection was three-fold higher in group A than in the control group (p = 0.019). A higher incidence of surgical complications, principally vascular complications (arterial thrombosis, renal rotation), was found in group A versus the control group (p = 0.039). When the grafts transplanted en bloc from donors under 12 months were excluded from the analysis, the incidence of vascular or urological surgical complications in group A was not found to be higher than that of the control group. No difference was found for mean length of stay, renal function (creatininemia), graft or patient survival for the three groups. Grafts from donors more than 6 years old showed a similar behavior as those from donors of an ideal age. Furthermore, single kidneys from donors aged more than 12 months can be transplanted with excellent results. It is necessary to have a larger series to confirm and explain the high incidence of acute rejection in grafts from donors less than 6 years old.